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WELCOME to Ruf Creek Ranch Animal Rescue and Adoption Center’s electronic newsletter — our way of
staying in touch with you — our extended family.

Happy Holidays to all! At this time of year there are all kinds of things that will entice your pets but that
are extremely harmful to them. Thanks to Willowrun Veterinary Hospital for providing the list of Holiday
Hazards that appears in this newsletter.

Isn’t our banner picture gorgeous? This is Lucius Woodson Shuler (known as Luke when he was with us
here at the Ranch). Luke is a 2-3 year old lab/weimaraner mix who lives with Bob, Ann and Hannah in
Mebane. He LOVES his new family, and especially loved helping Ann decorate the tree.

Don’t forget — if you have a special topic you’d like to see discussed in the Newsletter, email Joy at
nrhalnp@aol.com . We’ll do our best to get it included for you!

Also, if you have a training or behavioral question, please be sure to contact us. We’ll be happy to reply
and try to help. Remember, your dog depends on you for leadership. If you don’t take charge and be a
pack leader, he/she WILL!!

IT'S THAT TIME OF THE YEAR AGAIN - If you need to make a charitable donation for tax
purposes, please don’t forget us here at the Ranch. We are registered with the NC Secretary of State’s
office and can give you a tax receipt for your donation. Use the “PayPal” button on our website. Thanks!!!




UPCOMING SPAY/NEUTER APPOINTMENTS

We’ve just received notice that the SPCA of Wake’s Saving Lives Spay/Neuter Clinic has reopened
under the management of Dr. McBride. She has assured us that we will still be able to bring our rescue
dogs in for their surgery, but that owners can call and make the arrangements themselves. Spays will cost
$95.00 (this includes DHPP/Bordatella/Rabies vaccination as well as pain meds after surgery). Neuters
will cost $85.00 (also including shots and pain meds). Other services are available (microchipping and
HW testing).

SPCA’s Saving Lives Spay/Neuter Clinic, 300 Petfinder Lane, Raleigh, NC Drop off: 7:00 am. Pick up:
5:00 pm. Phone number: (919) 772-0211

Our Ranch Veterinarian — Willowrun Veterinary Hospital is also sponsoring spay/neuters for Ranch
Residents. Surgery is $105.00 and includes all meds and shots. Contact Joy to make arrangements for
surgery here in Smithfield, NC

Finally, Pet Overpopulation Patrol, Inc. (POP-NC), a mobile spay-neuter clinic, will be holding a low-
cost spay/neuter day HERE AT THE RANCH on Saturday, February 23, 2013. More details to follow,
including price list and contact info for scheduling.

2012 has been a wonderful year for our Ranch Residents. As of December 15, 2012, the Ranch has
found forever homes for over 370 dogs. We couldn’t do it without the help of you, our adopters,
spreading the word about the Ranch. We also need to thank our rescue partners, Rosemont Rescue
(Lisa Borst, New Hampshire) and Franklin County Animal Shelter (Heidi Jordan, Maine) for
helping us place North Carolina shelter dogs.

NOW ACCEPTING FOSTERS!! While we try to take in our Ranch Residents here in Smithfield and at
Susan Dodson’s in Pikeville, there are many more dogs in danger than we can handle. We appreciate the
wonderful fosters who have helped us by taking in some of our residents for both short-term and long-term
care. The socialization that fosters provide is priceless --- the pups are in homes with other dogs, kids and
sometimes cats. They quickly learn manners and behaviors that enable them to be quickly adopted into
loving families. Contact Joy (nrhalnp@aol.com) or Susan (fairydogmother13@yahoo.com) for a foster
application.

THANK YOU - Gabby and Chuck (Abilene and Galveston (adopted); Killian (adopted), Guinness and
Delilah; Rochelle and Mitch (Reggie and Brooklyn (adopted), Harrison (adopted), Gizmo (adopted);
David and Jen (Morty — adopted); Kelcy (Levi — adopted); Sarah (Savannah — adopted); Grace and
Stephen (too many to name here — all adopted, but special mention of thanks for SPARKLES and her
puppies); Rachel A.(Chance, Selene, Michael, Yoda, Honey — all adopted); Rachel M. (Nikki and the
puppies, Sparkles and Ram — adopted); lan and Robin (Dixie); Angela and Jonathan (again, too many
to name here — mostly adopted!), Beth (Marlowe and Pippi); and Chris and Nancy (Luna).




Here’s a re-print of Willowrun’s Pet Safety Tips for the Holidays!
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Santa Paws is Coming to Town!
Pet Safety Tips for the Holidays

O Christmas Tree

Securely anchor your Christmas tree so it doesn't tip and fall, causing possible injury to your pet. This
will also prevent the tree water—which may contain fertilizers that can cause stomach upset—from
spilling. Stagnant tree water is a breeding ground for bacteria and your pet could end up with nausea or
diarrhea should he imbibe.

Tinsel-less Town

Kitties love this sparkly, light-catching "toy" that's easy to bat around and cafry in their mouths. But a
nibble can lead to a swallow, which can lead to an obstructed digestive tract, severe vomiting,
dehydration and possible surgery. It's best to brighten your boughs with something other than tinsel.

No Feasting for the Furries

By now you know not to feed your pets chocolate and anything sweetened with xylitol, but do you know
the lengths to which an enterprising fur kid will go to chomp on something yummy? Make sure to keep
your pets away from the table and unattended plates of food, and be sure to secure the lids on garbage
cans.

Leave the Leftovers
Fatty, spicy and no-no human foods, as well as bones, should not be fed to your furry friends. Pets can
join the festivities in other fun ways that won't lead to costly medical bills

Toy Joy

Looking to stuff your pet's stockings? Choose gifis that are safe. Dogs have been known to tear their toys
apart and swallowing the pieces, which can then become lodged in the esophagus, stomach or intestines.
Long, stringy things are a feline's dream, but the most risky toys for cats involve ribbon, yarn and loose
little parts that can get stuck in the intestines, often necessitating surgery.

Forget the Mistletoe & Holly

Holly, when ingested, can cause pets to suffer nausea, vomiting and diarrhea. Mistletoe can cause
gastrointestinal upset and cardiovascular problems. And many varieties of lilies, can cause kidney failure
in cats if ingested. Opt for just-as-jolly artificial plants made from silk or plastic, or choose a pet-safe
bouquet,

That Holiday Glow

Don't leave lighted candles unattended. Pets may burn themselves or cause a fire if they knock candles
over. Be sure to use appropriate candle holders, placed on a stable surface. And if you leave the room, put
the candle out!

Wired Up

Keep wires, batteries and glass or plastic ornaments out of paws' reach. A wire can deliver a potentially
lethal electrical shock and a punctured battery can cause burns to the mouth and esophagus, while shards
of breakable ornaments can damage vour pet's mouth.

A Room of Their Own

Give your pet his own quiet space to retreat to—complete with fresh water and a place to snuggle. Shy
pups and cats might want to hide out under a piece of furniture, in their carrying case or in a separate
room away from the hubbub.




RUF CREEK RANCH FUNDRAISER ---

Gorgeous fleece vests with RCR Rescue logo patch!

Vest — (one size fits all adults) $15.00 at Ranch; $18.00 with postage and handling
Patch — heavy duty iron-on - $5.00

Order yours today!!! Use the PayPal donation button on the website,
Or contact Joy at nrhalnp@aol.com .

Adopters’ Gallery ----
Here are some old favorites and some new pictures to enjoy ......
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Here’s hoping you all have a wonderful holiday season, and our best wishes to you for a happy and
healthy New Year! See you in 2013!!




